
















Living with a Portugese 


Podengo 


I FIRST CAME ACROSS the Podengo 
In a book, while researching another 
breed that I was interested In bringing 
to the UK. I was intrigued by the 
description of the Podengo and was 
puzzled as to why the breed had not 
yet been introduced here. 

I carried out considerable 
research and decided to visit the 
Podengo's country of origin and see 
the breed for real. In Portugal there 
ts a special annual show for Podengos 
called the Monografica. where all the 
Six varieties are shown. 

Show time 

There are three breed sizes: pequeno 
(small), medio (medium) and grande 
(large). There are two coat varieties 
for each size ■ wire and smooth • 
therefore making the six types. 

The Monografica is a very 
important show, as it is where a CAC- 
QC award can be won by each variety. 
This award is essential for making 
a dog into a Portuguese Champion. 
Another requirement for the title 
of Portuguese Champion is that a 
Podengo must have been graded 
'excellent' at this show. 

At the Monografica I spoke 
to Podengo breeders and hunters, 
which was invaluable for me to fully 
understand the breed and its function. 

I was not disappointed when I met the 
Podengo, and immediately knew it was 
the breed for me • in fact, I bought 
two small Podengos on my first visit. 


The Podengo certainly has 
a lot to offer. He is a healthy 
dog, totally unexaggerated, 
and appeals to people who 
want a real dog with a big heart. 
Although toy-sized, he has a 
'large dog' attitude, and is suitable 
for both town and country 


I purchased a further six that year. 

The first importations were 
of the wire coat variety in 2002, 
but in 2004 I imported the first 
smooth-coated dogs, and now 
there is much more interest in 
the smooths. My intention is to 
continue to promote the smooth 
variety, as I now have some of the 
best bloodlines and dogs. 

At present the pequeno (wire 
and smooth) Is the only height 
variety recognised by the Kennel 
Club. There are two medios in the 
UK - they are not recognised yet. but 


there are plans for an application 
to be made to the Kennel Club for 
future recognition. 

The first Podengo litter was 
bom at my home on 1 October 
2002 and included a female called 
Plushcourt Maquete fmaquete' 
means 'model' in Portuguese), who 
became the first female British-bred 
Podengo to gain her Portuguese 
Champion title. She was beaten by a 
day to become the first 8rtttsh-bced 
Podengo to achieve this title, as a 
male that I bred. Plushcourt Amigo 
('friend'), gained his Portuguese 
Champion title just one day earlier. 

There are now six British-bred 
Portuguese Podengo Champions 
in the UK and there are also 
two other imported Champions 
resident at my home. Never 
in my wildest dreams did I 
expect to do so well with my 
Podengos at the Monografica. 
The first time I exhibited at 
this show in 2004 my wire- 
coated mate won the CAC- 
QC; In 2005 my dog 
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Podengos are 
hounds not 
terriers. They 
certainly have 
the hound 
temperament, 
being able to 
live in a large 
pack and 
mixing with 
any other 
breed happily. 
They are lively 
and playful, 
trainable, and 
so easy in 
every way 


and bitch won both the CAC-QCs for 
small wire coats; and in 2006 my wire- 
coated dog won the CAC-QC and Best of 
Breed and was declared Best in Show, 
which is the first time anyone outside 
Portugal had ever done this. 

The Podengo was recognised by 
the Kennel Club on 1 October 2003. 
Registrations in 2003 were 35, rising 
to -47 in 2004, and 61 in 2005. It is 
expected that there wilt be more 
than 90 registrations in 2006. The 
Kennel Club interim breed standard 
was approved, taking effect from 
1 January 2006, which meant the 
Podengo could be shown in the UK but 
only in the import register classes. 
Since then Podengos have consistently 
won 'best import register' awards at 
most major Championship shows. An 
application has already been made to 


the Kennel Club for the Podengo to be 
transferred from the import register 
into the breed register, which will 
allow the breed to develop further in 
the UK and eventually be able to be 
shown at Crufts. 

Instant attraction 

The Podengo first appeared in public 
at Discover Dogs at Earls Court, 
London, in November 2003. The 
booth was swamped by interested 
people. This surprised me, because 
although I am besotted with the 
breed, I never thought the Podengo 
would capture the Imagination of so 
many people so quickly. 

The Podengo certainly has a lot 
to offer. He is a healthy dog, totally 
unexaggorated, and appeals to people 
who want a real dog with a big heart. 


Although toy-sized, he has a Targe 
dog' attitude, and Is suitable for both 
town and country. 

What does surprise people Is that 
Podengos are hounds not terriers. They 
certainly have the hound temperament, 
being able to live In a large pack and 
mixing with any other breed happily. 
They are lively and playful, trainable, 
and so easy in every way. 

I was recently asked why the 
Podengo has taken off, and the only 
answer i could give was that they are 
unlike any oilier breed In the UK. Lots 
of breeds are being imported now, 
but many are similar lo breeds we 
already have here, and I feel they will 
struggle to become established, let 
alone survive. 

I do not think this will ever happen 
to my beloved Podengos. 



Living with a Portugese Podengo 


Podengos are 
spirited little 
dogs, always 
seemingly 
happy and 
out for a good 
time, getting 
into mischief 
whenever 
possible. Our 
three love to 
dig, which 
is obviously 
instinctive 


and out for a good time, getting into 
mischief whenever possible. Our 
three love to dig, which is obviously 
instinctive, given that they are 
naturally a warren found, used for 
flushing rabbits in their native country. 
The small Podengo (pequeno) flushes 
the rabbits, and the two larger-sized 
Podengos are used to hunt and catch 
the rabbit - but I’m sure the small ones 
can catch equally as well. 

We find them a bit stubborn on 
command some of the time, and I have 
been told this is a well-known trait in 
the Pharaoh Hound, from which the 
Podengo Is said to have descended. 


However, good training sorts this out 
and some enjoy mini-agility very much. 

We believe Podengos ore going to 
become a very popular breed as more 
and more people become aware of 
them. They have a good life expectancy 
and are very robust. The coat is low- 
maintenance, for both varieties, and 
they don’t seem to cause too much of 
a problem with moulting hair. Being a 
small dog, they arc admirably suited to 
today's hectic lifestyles. 

We would recommend the breed to 
people who have an active lifestyle and 
enjoy walking, as Podengos are active, 
agile and spirited little dogs. 
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History of the Portugese Podengo 


A GUIDE TO DOG SHOWS and dog 
papers around the world, published in 
the early 1930s, contains the following 
sparse entry: "Portugal: No dog shows. 
No dog papers. No further Information.'' 
No mention is made of any Portuguese 
breeds. The public profile of the dogs 
of Portugal hasn’t, it has to be said, 
greatly altered since then. 

Three dogs of Portuguese origin 
are now recognised by the Kennel Club 
• the breed standards for all three of 
them are described as 'interim' • but 
these recently recognised breeds are 
still largely unfamiliar to most of us. 
Although Portugal was once a European 
superpower with strong historic links 
to the UK, most dog watchers in this 


Different 
strains of 
Podengo were 
developed to 
reflect habitat 
and purpose. 
While the rest 
of the world 
might not 
have noticed, 
the Podengo 
family has been 
quietly thriving 
as working 
dogs and 
companions 
across Portugal 
for centuries 


country would probably find It easier to 
name dog breeds from far flung Tibet 
or Mexico than Portugal. 

The Portuguese equivalent of the 
Kennel Club - the Clube POitugues de 
Canicultura • In fact lays claim to a 
grand total of 10 native breeds, all 
with wonderful names, such as the 
Azures Cattle Dug and the Alentejo 
Mastiff. The breed selected for the role 
of national dog of ftartugal (and the 
symbol of the Portuguese Kennel Club), 
however, is the Podengo. 

Terrier traits 

To complicate matters, the Podengo 
comes in three sizes and two coat 
types. The large and medium versions 
have been traditionally worked as 
sightheunds ard resemble the Ibizan 
Hound, which is probably a close 
relative. The diminutive Pequeno. 
however, is much more terrier-like in 
both character and working practice: 
they arc still used in Portugal to go 
down warrens after rabbits - much like 
our own Jack Russells. 


the Phoenicians, who came from the 
Mediterranean coast of what is now 
Lebanon and transported all manner 
of dogs across Europe and the Near 
East in ancient times. Podengo-tike 
dogs can be seen in drawings and 
stonework from Medieval Portugal. The 
Portuguese - a great seafaring nation 
• may also have transported these dogs 
around the globe. 

Different strains of Podengo 'were 
developed to reflect habitat and 
purpose. While the rest of the world 
might not have noticed, the Podengo 
family has been quietly thriving as 
working dogs and companions across 
Portugal for centuries. The Podengo 
Grande is now rare, even In Its home 
country, but the little Pequeno which 
stands no higher than a school ruler 
s starting to get noticed, particularly 
in the US where it's gathering a 
reputation as a bnght and lively 
companion. Pet passports and the 
relative ease of international travel are 
likely to bring more of these dogs into 
our show rings • and, then, perhaps, 






Of>0* Today January ', 






Fido Facts 


Health MOT Portugese Podengo 



ALTHOUGH NOT UNLIKE a terrier, and 
actually working like a terrier (killing 
small vermin), this ancient breed 
is classified as a hound. It comes In 
three sizes: small (pequeno), medium 
(medio) and large (grande) but ranges 
only from 8 to 12 inches (20-30 cm). 
Coat type is wire or smooth, and 
it may be that longhaired versions 
may be seen, as this is recessive to 
smooth. 

From 1984 to 2001 the Portugese 
Kenret Club registered 4,83a Podengos 
but it came to the UK in 2002. Up to 
and including 2005. the Kennel Club 
registered 143 dogs with about 80 
registrations likely in 2006. The total 
population in Britain will be over 200. 

In reference lexis, looking at 
defects, the breed is not mentioned, 
and in view of its infinitely small 
numerical size, few defects are 
seen. We have previously discussed 
the difficulties of assessing defects 
in a breed that numbers very few 
specimens and really there is little 
one can say about the breed's 
defects - if any- To recap, if a defect 
has a frequency of one case per 
500 hundred dogs, then, in a total 
papulation of 200-odd dogs, ft may 
never be seen, let alone be recorded. 

The breed club is keeping a check 
on health and inherited defects. 



The Portugese Podengos 
featured on these pages are 
Susie. Bertie. Kiss. Ant. Fly and 
Ulv- they are owned bv Bettv 
Judge. See above for details of 
breeds needed to attend future 
photo sessions 
Studio Photography: 

Tim Rose at MOP Ltd. 
Alternative breeds Selly Anne 
Thompson at the Animal 
Photography Partnership 
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problems cccui. One case of Legg- 
Perthes disease has been seen. This 
is sometimes confused with hip 
dysplasia but is actually a necrosis of 
Hie femoral head. This condition is 
seen matniy in small breeds. 

Across the pond... 

The breed, mainly medium-sized 
dogs, reached America in the 1990s, 
while in the UK the majority are 
small-sized. 

The Portugese Podengo Club of 
America was established in 2003. It 
also keeps a check on health, and 
it emphasises the breed's long life 
(into mid-teens) and the fact that 


texts, looking 
at defects, the 
breed is not 
mentioned. 

view of its 
infinitely small 
numerical size, 
few defects 
are seen 


DO YOU OWN ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWINO BREEDS? 

• Tibetan Terrier 

• Bloodhound 

• Border Terrier 

• Dachshund 

Would you like to attend one 
of our photo-shoots in Slough, 


excellent photography? Wo’rc 
looking for doge of all agos and 

are particularly keen to know if 
you are expecting a litter or are 
about tn get a pup Write to Julia 
Owen. Today. Town Mil 

Bay shot Rd. Chobham. Surrey. 
GU24 8BZ enclosing a photo. 
Would you be able to express 
whot it's rooty like to live with 
one of the breeds we're soon to 
foaturo? If you hovo oxperionccs 
to sbaro ploooo write in to Julio. 


few, if any, defects are known. This, 
it claims, is due to the policy of 
selecting for functional ability to hunt 
and avoidance of "fancy features”. 

However, it admits that patella 
luxation has been seen in under 
one per cent of dogs This is almost 
certainly an inherited trait, though 
the mode of Inheritance is. as yet. 
uneslablished. It is quite likely that 
this condition will occasionally crop up 
in UK stock, so checks on knees should 
be a routine task. It is likely that the 
luxation will involve turning inwards of 
the kneecap rather than outwards. 



The breed club is keeping a check on health 
and inherited defects, to organise controls 
should any problems occur One case of 
Legg-Perthes disease has been seen. 

This is sometimes confused with hip 
dysplasia but is actually a necrosis 
of the femoral head. This condition 
is seen mainly in small breeds 













Fido Facts 



ALTHOUGH OF ancient lineage, 
tite Portuguese Podengo (small) or 
Warren Hound has only been recently 
Introduced Into this country, but 
judging by the enthusiasm of the 
importers and owners this breed is 
likely to have a long and successful 
life as a show dog and a pet. 

There are three sizes, but I will 
be discussing only the small variety 
here. His smallness makes him an 
attractive addition to families living 
in today's smaller houses • a very 
useful eight to 12 inches at the 


Suitability Portugese Podengo 


shoulder and weighing between nine 
and 11 pounds, which makes him 
easy to handle by all members of the 
family, including children. 

They are really good with 
children, but, as with all breeds of 
dog. don't leave youngsters alone 
with a dog. Teach your child to 
respect the little dog and he will give 
love and affection In return. 

Right start 

The puppy should be taken to training 
classes as soon as his vaccination 
regime is finished, to socialise him 
and teach him manners, which should 
be reinforced in short bursts at 
home. The breed is generally clean 
by nature and easy to housetraln. 
Training should be firm but kind 


There are 
two types of 
coat: smooth 
and wire. 
The smooth 
requires 
only a soft 
brushing and 
a polish with 
a hound glove 
once a week 
to remove 
dead hairs. 
The wire coat 
needs only to 
be kept tidy 


- a loss of temper will put you back 
weeks. 

He doesn’t need an enormous 
amount of exercise • a couple of good 
walks a day and play in the garden 
will suffice, although longer walks will 
be enjoyed. In fact, you'll be hard 
pressed to give him enough, as his 
stamina is phenomenal. One thing to 
hear in mind - he It a natural hunter. 
His natural Inclination is to hunt 
rabbits and rats, and, when he picks 
up a scent, he'll be hard to call off. 

There are two types of coat: 
smooth and wire. The smooth requires 
only a soft brushing and a polish with 
a hound glove once a week to remove 
dead hairs. The wire coat needs only 
to be kept tidy: long hairs can be 
easily plucked (the breeder will show 








you howl. There is no need to take 
the dog to the grooming parlour. He 
doesn't often require a bath: if he 
gets muddy, just wait for it to dry 
and simply brush it away. 

Portuguese Podengos are not 
usually greedy eaters. Be sure 
that the food is nourishing, but 
a high-protein food should be 
avoided unless he works or does an 
enormous amount of exercise. 

In the home the Podengo makes 
a delightful pet; he Is frisky and 
nappy right into old age. He has a 
great fondness for his family and 
likes to be included in all their 
activities. The breed is so adaptable 
to family life that people who own 
them would never change them for 
another breed. 




The Podengo 
makes a 
delightful pet; 
he is frisky 
and happy 
right into old 
age. He has a 
great fondness 
for his family 
and likes to be 
included in all 
their activities. 
The breed is 
so adaptable 
to family life 
that people 
who own 
them would 
never change 
them for 
another breed 
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